
1914 - N
ov. 20

Jim
 Jordan and Eachus D

avis w
alk south of 

D
anbury along the Soo Line R

ailroad.  The 
tw

o turn into the w
oods and track a herd of 

deer that includes a really nice buck.
Jordan eventually bags the 10-point buck on 

the banks of the Yellow
 R

iver.  The antlers and 
cape are given to a taxiderm

ist in W
ebster 

w
ho later m

oves to M
innesota.

1915
The taxiderm

ist finishes the neck m
ount and 

m
oves out of state.  The record buck gets 

stored in an attic of a Sandstone, M
N

 hom
e.

1959
B

ob Ludw
ig purchases the antlers for $2 at a 

rum
m

age sale.  Jordan is show
n the antlers at 

a fam
ily gathering.   Ludw

ig, a distant relative 
of Jordan sends the antlers to be m

easured by 
the M

innesota D
epartm

ent of C
onservation.

1964
B.A

. Fashingbauer, M
innesota D

ept. of C
on-

servation, m
easures antlers and w

rites letter to 
the R

ecords of N
orth A

m
erica B

ig G
am

e C
om

-
m

ittee that the antlers are likely a new
 w

orld 
record surpassing the B

reen B
uck’s score 

of 202 inches. H
e notes on the score sheet 

that the locality w
here the deer w

as killed as 
“Probably vicinity of Sandstone, M

N
.”

1965
B

oone and C
rockett C

lub officially scores
the antlers and announces it as the new

w
orld record w

ith a net score of
206 1/8 inches; hunter unknow

n.

1968
Ludw

ig sells the antlers to C
harles A

rnold of 
N

ew
 H

am
pshire.  H

e rem
ounts the antlers 

w
ith a new

 cape (hide).

1971
Jim

 Jordan w
rites letter to B.A

. Fashingbauer 
recalling the day he shot the buck south of 

D
anbury on N

ovem
ber 20, 1914.

1977
R

on Schara w
rites story for the M

inneapolis 
Tribune revealing the story behind the

“unknow
n hunter” of the “Sandstone, M

N
 

buck.”  B
oone and C

rockett C
lub begins

researching Jim
 Jordan’s claim

.

1978
The B

oone and C
rockett C

lub officially
recognize Jim

 Jordan as the hunter w
ho shot 

the w
orld record typical w

hitetail buck.
Tw

o m
onths before the announcem

ent,
Jim

 Jordan passes aw
ay.

1993
N

ear B
iggar, Saskatchew

an, M
ilo H

ansen 
shoots a m

agnificent 12 point typical w
hite-

tail that knocks the Jam
es Jordan B

uck from
 

the top of the w
orld record book.  The Jordan 

B
uck rem

ains the U
SA

 record buck.

2001
B

ass Pro Shops purchases the antlers and 
m

ount.  The price w
as not disclosed, but som

e 
experts guess it w

as sold for $250,000.

Early 2000s
W

hitetails U
nlim

ited – B
urnett C

ounty
C

hapter, led by D
on C

hell, donates a
Jordan B

uck replica to be displayed at C
rex 

M
eadow

s V
isitors C

enter in G
rantsburg, W

I.

2013 
W

hitetails U
nlim

ited - B
urnett C

ounty
C

hapter, donates a W
inchester .25-20 lever 

action rifle for display at C
rex M

eadow
s

V
isitors C

enter. 

2014
B

urnett C
ounty B

oard of Supervisors and 
Supervisors of Tow

n of Sw
iss (D

anbury) pass 
resolutions to create the Jordan B

uck H
eritage 

H
ike on the G

andy D
ancer Trail, com

m
u-

nity celebration, and designation of N
ov. 20 

as Jam
es Jordan B

uck D
ay. The celebration 

includes a com
m

em
orative guide, banquets, 

com
m

unity art project and TV
 show

 produced 
by N

orth A
m

erican W
hitetail Television.

Timeline of the Legend

D
raw

ing by Robert Schm
idt, local w

ildlife artist from
 the W

ebster area

Jordan B
uck H
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ike 
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Ga
nd
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nc
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Blueberry Junction Park
North Trailhead

Round 
Lake

Long 
Lake

Yellow River

+

November 20, 1914,
opening day, Jim Jordan 
and Eachus Davis head 

down the railroad. 
Six inches of fresh snow 

make conditions
outstanding for tracking.

South Trailhead 1

2

3

4 5

ROUND LAKE RD

Forts Folle Avoine
Historical Park - 7 miles

Webster - 9 miles
Siren - 19 miles

St. Croix River

Webb Lake
7 miles

77

35/77

Jordan Buck
Heritage Hike Map

Self-guided walking tour
of the legendary hunt

F

Trail distance from north trailhead to 
south trailhead is 1.3 miles

Numbers on this map correspond 
with markers on Heritage Hike trail.

1 A short distance into the woods, Jordan and 
Davis begin their hunt and find multiple deer 
tracks including one from a very large buck.

2 The herd of deer is jumped for the first time 
and Jordan shoots a doe.  Jordan lends Davis his 
knife and pursues the big buck. 

3 The does and legendary buck bed down in 
tall grass along the railroad tracks.  Startled by 
a train whistle, the deer jump up.  Jordan shoots 
three times and the buck runs toward the river.

4 With one cartridge left, Jordan shoots the 
buck on the north bank of the Yellow River

5 After shooting the buck, Jordan went to get 
help.  When he returned, the buck was gone!  It 
kicked one more time and floated downstream 
and got hung up on a rock in the Yellow River.

www.burnettcounty.com

Ralph Larrabee 
County Park

Please stay on the 

trail and respect 

private property. 

Thank you.

View the
Jordan Buck

Replica
Crex Meadows
Visitors Center.

Follow Co. Rd. F
to Co. Rd. D,

turn left at
intersection.

28 miles
crexmeadows.org

715-463-2896
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