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ADRC of NW WI  
Volunteer Appreciation Picnic  

  

Each year the ADRC of North-
west Wisconsin hosts an event 
to honor and thank our 130 vol-
unteers for their 100’s of hours 
of service to our agency and the 
aging and disabled residents of 
Polk and Burnett Counties. This 
year we hosted a picnic at 
Crooked Lake Park in Siren, WI 
for all volunteers. Food, bingo 
and prizes were plenty and en-
joyed by all!  

 

In 2015, our volunteers logged 
over 160,000 miles and more 
than 7,600 hours in delivering 
meals to homebound Polk and 
Burnett County residents. The 
medical transportation drivers 
logged close to 160,000 miles 
and nearly 6,400 hours trans-
porting elderly and disabled in-
dividuals to their medical ap-
pointments. Our newsletter vol-
unteers bundled and distrib-
uted approximately 38,400 cop-
ies of The Voice to Polk and 
Burnett County residents and 
businesses.  

 

Our services rely on these valu-
able volunteers as an integral 
part of a team to make the pro-
grams a success.  For a list of the 
volunteers, pick up a copy of the 
September Voice.  If you see 
anyone you know, please be 
sure to thank them for their hard 
work! 

Aging and Disability Resource Center 

Burnett County is excited to 
share information regarding a 
benefit offered by our health 
insurance provider, WCA GHT!    
We are moving forward with 
offering Health Risk Assess-
ments (HRA) to those employ-
ees, and their spouses, who 
elect to take the County insur-
ance.  The HRA is provided 
through Helics, which is a 
nurse-owned and operated in-
dustry leader in preventative 
health and wellness programs.  

They will be providing partici-
pants with biometric screening 
right here at the Government 
Center in early November.  
Each participant will get a re-
port, mailed directly to their 
home in early December, giving 
them the results of their biomet-
ric screening, including infor-
mation about any health risks. 

This benefit, offered at no cost 
to participants, can save hun-
dreds of dollars in lab costs, is 
convenient, informative and 

most important,  it is confiden-
tial!  No personal test results 
are released to your employer. 

Being informed about our 
health is one of the first things 
we can do to control, treat and 
prevent health risks! 

We continue to collaborate with 
GHT and Helics to bring par-
ticipants this valuable tool and 
will be providing more infor-
mation to you as it becomes 
available. 
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Forestry and Parks 

Emergency Management 

In the last month, Burnett 
County has given away 360 
Midland Weather Radios to area 
residents.  This program was 
funded through a grant admin-
istered by the Health and Hu-
man Services Department.  
Weather radios are one of the 
best ways to alert the public of 
potentially severe weather.  
They are like a “smoke alarm” 
for severe weather. 

Burnett County Town and Vil-
lage Clerks played a key role in 
identifying individuals and 
groups in their communities 
that would benefit from having 
a radio.  Targeted groups in-
cluded the elderly, homebound, 
WIC families, foster care fami-

lies, day cares and senior feed-
ing centers.  Previous grants 
were used to improve County 
response capabilities through 
the purchase of supplies and 
equipment.  This year, it was 
decided to provide a direct 

benefit to the citizens of Burnett 
County by using the funds to 
increase personal awareness and 
emergency notification of im-
pending threats. 

NOAA weather radios are also 
useful for alerting the public for 
“all hazards” messages such as 
wildfires, chemical accidents or 
terrorist attacks.   In cooperation 
with the National Weather Ser-
vice, emergency management, 
fire and law enforcement offi-
cials can broadcast specific in-
formation directly to the public 
through activation of weather 
radios. 

Thank you to the Department of 

Health and Humans Services 

staff who decided to use the 

grant funds so that 360 house-

holds in Burnett County now 

have a direct means of receiving 

severe weather warnings. 

Have you every purchased lum-
ber, paper, magazines or even 
fast food with containers that 
have an SFI Certified logo on 
them?  Ever wonder what that 
certification means? In short, it 
means that the wood harvested 
to make that lumber or paper 
product was harvested in an en-
vironmentally sound way. 

The Burnett County Forest is 
third party certified along with 
most of Wisconsin’s County 
Forests. In early August, the 
Burnett County Forestry De-
partment went through a Certi-
fication Audit as a representa-
tive of the Wisconsin’s County 
Forest Program. We had audi-
tors from Pennsylvania and 
Massachusetts visit our forest 
and apply their certification cri-
teria to our forestry practices 
and operations. 

The day of the audit, we held a 
brief in-office session to go 
through the logistics and sites 
that were randomly selected by 

the visiting auditors. After that 
brief meeting we headed to the 
woods to visit many different 
timber sales that were either es-
tablished, waiting to be sold, or 
that had been cut in recent 
years. There were ten different 
sites selected to be visited the 
day of the audit, but due to time 
constraints, we were only able 
to get to seven of them. At each 
site, we talked about the cutting 
prescription, regeneration goals 
for the stands, operation issues 
such as hills, skid trails, wet-
lands,  

                   

(Continued on Page 3) 
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August is National Immuniza-

tion Awareness Month, so it’s a 

great time to look up your and 

your child’s immunization re-

cords to make sure everyone is 

up-to-date on recommended 

vaccinations.                          

When immunizations are given 

throughout the State of Wiscon-

sin, they are entered into the 

Wisconsin Immunization Regis-

try, so everyone can have access 

to their own electronic immuni-

zation record.                                                     

To access this registry, visit 

www.dhfsWIR.org. You must 

provide a social security num-

ber or Medicaid ID to access the 

record. 

 

Vaccines are very safe, as most 

only cause minor side effects, 

such as soreness at the injection 

site or a slight fever. Serious re-

actions are very rare. The risks 

associated with the diseases that 

you or your child could get by 

not being vaccinated are far 

greater than the risk of a vaccine 

reaction. Remember, many vac-

cine preventable diseases are 

still prevalent around the world. 

If we stop vaccinating against 

these diseases, many more peo-

ple will become infected.  

 
(Continued on Page 4) 

 

(Continued from Page 2) 

invasive species, and wildlife 
consideration to name a few.  
After the field portion of the 
audit, we returned back to the 
office to go through employee 
training records, timber sale 
scale records, as well as future 
planned activity records for our 
forest.  In the end the audit 
team’s preliminary findings on 
the Burnett County Forest were 
that we met the certification cri-
teria and they would be recom-

mending continued certification 
of the County Forest Program. 
There were no corrective ac-
tions or opportunities for im-
provement found during our 
audit. In fact, the audit team 
was very pleased with our abil-
ity to provide so many different 
recreational opportunities, all 
while being able to continue 
with our management program. 
They commended the Wiscon-
sin’s County Forests for our 
unique and exceptional pro-
gram. 

The final audit results will be 
out in the next month or two, 
and we are confident that the 
findings in the final draft will 
reflect the preliminary findings. 
We are pleased to be able to 
show the public that the Bur-
nett County Forest, along with 
all of Wisconsin’s County For-
estry, are managed in an envi-
ronmentally sound way, and 
are able to provide a whole host 
of recreational opportunities for 
the general public at the same 
time. 

Health & Human Services 

http://www.lhsfna.org/index.cfm/lifelines/august-2014/august-is-national-immunization-awareness-month/ 

http://www.dhfsWIR.org
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Land and Water Conservation 

The bountiful rains we’ve had 
have created many problems 
around the county, but at the 
same time, the weather has the 
crops around Burnett County in 
excellent shape.  In fact, the row 
crops in WI had the best rating 

of excellent conditions in the na-
tion.  All of the crops are ahead 
of last year, as well as the 5 year 
average.  While this makes the 
producers and gardeners happy, 
it also makes all of the critters 
eating those crops happy as 

well. 

 

In Burnett County, the 
deer damage to the hay 
crop has been lighter 
than average because 
of the excellent growth 
rates, while bear dam-
age to corn has already 
started due to the corn 
being 2 weeks ahead of 
average.  We’ve al-

ready had Wildlife Services put 
out live traps in fields, and are 
getting additional reports of 
damage almost daily now.  The 
deer are moving into the soy-
beans fields as well (which are 
also about 2 weeks ahead of av-
erage).  We only deal with the 
ag end of wildlife damage, so 
while we don’t deal with nui-
sance complaints, we can give 
advice and where to get assis-
tance such as trapping, equip-
ment or other services. 

 

For more info contact us at Bur-
nett County Land & Water Con-
servation, 715.349.2186 or email 
us at 

(Continued from Page 3) 

 

All children should be seen by a 
physician for regular check-
ups. During these visits, they 
will receive vaccinations to pro-
tect them against 14 prevent-
able diseases.   

Wisconsin State Law requires 
that children are up to date on 
immunizations before entering 
school.  If children are not up to 
date on immunizations, they 
can be forced to stay home from 
school during outbreaks, poten-
tially missing several weeks of 
class.  

Adolescents and adults need 
vaccinations too. Everyone—
ages  

 

 

 

6 months and older - should 
receive an annual influenza 
(flu) vaccination. All children 
11-12 years of age should re-
ceive the HPV vaccination to 
protect against certain forms of 
cancer. The meningococcal vac-
cine is also recommended for 
adolescents age 11-12, with a 
booster shot recommended at 
age 16. This protects against 
meningitis, which can be a very 
severe and life threatening dis-
ease. In addition, teens and 
adults should receive the Tdap 
vaccination to protect against 
tetanus, diphtheria, and pertus-
sis (whooping cough). If you 
are  

 

an adult over the age of 60, talk 
to your doctor about the pneu-
monia and shingles vaccines. 

Burnett County DHHS Public 

Health encourages everyone to 

see their primary medical pro-

vider not only for vaccinations, 

but also for regular preventive 

care.  Receiving regular physi-

cals or checkups helps to ensure 

that you remain healthy. Re-

member, getting the recom-

mended immunizations pro-

tects you, your loved ones, and 

the community. Talk to your 

health care provider about get-

ting up to date on vaccinations 

today! 

https://roadsendnaturalist.com/tag/black-bears/ 
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Register of Deeds 
October 5-7, 2016, the Register 

of Deeds Conference will be 

hosted by District 6, which in-

cludes 11 counties in the North-

west corner of the State.  The 

Conference will be held at 

AmericInn in Ashland – Ash-

land County.  The last time that 

District 6 hosted a Fall Confer-

ence was back in October of 

2006 right here in Siren, 10 

years ago.  The southern coun-

ties enjoy coming up to our 

neck of the woods, since the 

majority of our conferences are 

in the south.  We will be having 

an extensive discussion with 

Vitals.  As of January 1st we will 

be able to issue Vitals from all 

counties within the entire State.  

Before, you would have to re-

ceive your records from the 

county in which the event took 

place.   

Veterans’ Services 
September 

1  WWII Ends (1945) 
5     First Continental Congress (1774) 
11  Patriot Day (2001) 
14   Star Spangled Banner (1814) 
17   Constitution Day (1787) 
21   POW/MIA Day 
 

October 
    7    Operation Enduring Freedom began (2001) 

12  Navy Day (1775) 
 

Burnett County Veterans Service, 715-349-2179 

Zoning/Land Information 

Proposed ordinances changes for Farmland 
Preservation and Shoreland Zoning will have 
a public hearing with the Land Use and Infor-
mation Committee on 9/6/16.  Draft versions 
of the ordinances can be found at: 

http://www.burnettcounty.com/index.aspx?
nid=822 

 

PLSS remonumentation and maintenance has 
started in the Town of Webb Lake. 

http://inkhappi.com/star-spangled-banner/ 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/healthylakes/default.aspx 

http://www.burnettcounty.com/index.aspx?nid=822
http://www.burnettcounty.com/index.aspx?nid=822
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For many years we, have been 

accustomed to election law that 

allowed late arriving absentee 

ballots. If an absentee ballot 

was postmarked by election 

day, and had not yet been re-

turned to the municipal clerk 

by 8 p.m. on election night, it 

may still be counted if the clerk 

received that ballot by 4 p.m. on 

the Friday after the election.  At 

that point, the municipal board 

of canvass would need to re-

convene (with a minimum of 24 

hour posting), and process that 

ballot, do the reporting forms to 

adjust the ballot count from the 

unofficial election results of 

election night, and provide our 

office with the updated materi-

als/counts.  With all final mate-

rials and reports turned into the 

county by 4 p.m. on the Mon-

day following the election, the 

county proceeds with the 

County Board of Canvass on 

Tuesday to inspect each mu-

nicipal canvass of votes from 

the election, verify the results 

and declare the official results 

for Burnett County.  

 

As we gear up for the Novem-

ber 8, 2016, General Election, 

there are many changes to the 

election rules/processes to be 

put into place. The biggest 

change in election law we are 

certain of was passed in March, 

but doesn’t go into effect until 

the November election.  That 

law will remove the above 

process for allowing late arriv-

ing absentee ballots, if post 

marked by election day and re-

ceived by 4 p.m. on the Friday 

following the election, to be 

counted for that election.  This 

change came about after several 

years of other election law 

changes that allow a voter more 

options with electronic corre-

spondence with their municipal 

clerk in transmitting the neces-

sary documents for absentee 

voting, thus not enfranchising a 

person’s right to vote. This 

change will save a considerable 

amount of taxpayer dollars 

across the state. 

 

Many other election law 

changes are waiting for a final 

decision that may play into the 

November election. Some of 

them may affect expanding the 

hours for absentee in person 

voting, resident qualification 

for voting going from 28 con-

secutive days back to 10 con-

secutive days at an address and 

the possibility of receiving an 

absentee ballot by fax or email.  

These possible changes will 

hopefully be known by the end 

of August and detail informa-

tion will be provided immedi-

ately throughout the state. 

 

Election law changes, rising 

costs of implementing an elec-

tion, and the hours dedicated 

across the state to elections at 

every-level from volunteers, 

election workers, community 

groups, local officials and the 

Wisconsin Elections Commis-

sion and Ethics Board—always 

keep us on our toes and hop-

pin’!   

 

Remember it’s your right, your 

duty, and a privilege for all 

qualified electors across the na-

tion to have a vote. See you all 

at the polls in November. 

 

County Clerk 

http://weac.org/take-action/election/ 


