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What’s in Your Water?
Follow these recommendations to know which tests your well needs
)


You cannot see, taste, or smell most harmful things that may be in your water.  Experts recommend private wells be tested each year to make sure the water is safe. 

	Contaminant
	Which wells or homes should be tested?
	How often should I test?

	Coliform Bacteria
	Every well.  If after testing total coliforms are present, perform an E.coli test
	Test once every year, or when there is a change in taste, color or odor

	Nitrate
	All newly-constructed wells/wells with no testing history
	Two tests spaced six months apart

	
	Wells within ¼ mile of fertilized fields or animal feed lots
	Annually

	
	Wells used by pregnant women and infants
	Before pregnancy & at time of birth

	
	Wells that had levels close to 10ppm
	Annually

	Pesticides
	Wells within ¼ mile of farm fields, or pesticide manufacturing storage or mixing facilities
	Once every 5-10 years

	Lead
	Homes with copper plumbing installed before 1985 or brass fixtures; and naturally-soft water;  wells near Door County cherry orchards
	Consider one time test

	Copper
	Water used to prepare infant formula or if any resident in-home experiences repeated symptoms of nausea, diarrhea, or abdominal cramps. Homes most at risk have new copper plumbing or naturally-soft water
	Test before and after running the water for 2-3 minutes.  Homes with new copper plumbing should be retested in 6 months

	VOCs (Solvents, gasoline or fuel oil)
	Wells within ¼ mile of a landfill, underground fuel tank, and wells within ¼ mile of where solvents have been used (drycleaner, automotive garage or body shop, etc.)
	Once every 5-10 years or  when solvent or gasoline taste or odor is noticed

	PCBs
	Water with an oily sheen or petroleum odor, and submersible pump installed before 1979
	Once if needed

	Arsenic
	Every well
	Once every 5 years. Test yearly if arsenic is present. Retest if iron levels increase or if water changes in taste or smell

	Radium
	Wells in specific areas of WI
	Consult with DNR or UW Extension

	Boron
	Wells within ¼ mile of fly ash landfill
	Once every 5-10 years

	Radon
	Homes with high radon levels in the air that are not controlled with systems to lower radon level
	Once if needed

	Fluoride
	Wells used by infants and preschool-aged children
	When infant is born



Department of Natural Resources (2016). Tests for drinking water from private wells. Retrieved from: http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/dg/dg0023.pdf
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Test Your Water for Arsenic
Make sure your water is safe to use by testing for arsenic
)
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How Arsenic Works
· Arsenic is a mineral found in soil, bedrock, and water. It occurs naturally and can be found in some Wisconsin water supplies.
· Arsenic has no smell and is almost tasteless.
· Arsenic gets into our bodies mostly through our mouths.
· Does not easily absorb through intact skin
· Does not evaporate into the air

Arsenic Can Cause Health Problems
How much arsenic is in your water, how much water you drink each day, the number of years you have been drinking water with arsenic, and your own genetics can all impact your chance of arsenic-related health problems. 

 Arsenic-related health problems include:

· Skin changes.  Patches of darkened skin and appearance of small “corns” or “warts” on your palms, soles, and torso; ridges or yellowing of fingernails
· Blood-related changes.  Blood vessel damage, high blood pressure, and anemia
· Brain-related changes.  Shakiness (tremors), headaches, and numbness
· Stomach problems
· Diabetes 
· Cancer.  Arsenic is linked to skin, liver, bladder, and lung cancer
· Development problems among children.  Increased chance of lung cancer and lung disease later in life; lower IQ scores 

Test Your Water for Arsenic 
· Test your well every 5 years. Test yearly if arsenic is present. Retest if iron levels increase or if water changes in taste or smell. 
· Arsenic levels can change over time, so test your well each year if you have had arsenic present in a past test, increased iron levels, or if water changes in taste or smell
· Call Burnett County DHHS to inquire about test kits

Know How to Interpret Your Arsenic Reading
· Arsenic level below 10 parts per billion (ppb).  This water is safe to drink and use for food preparation.
· Arsenic level 10 parts per billion (ppb) or greater.  DO NOT drink or use it to prepare foods that require a lot of water (such as infant formula, soups, Jell-O, rice, coffee, tea, etc.). Washing foods and dishes in the water is safe.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Arsenic level 100 parts per billion (ppb) or less.  DO NOT use the water for any of the activities listed in bullet points above.  You can use the water for showering, bathing, and flushing toilets.
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Burnett County DHHS Public Health
7410 County Road K #
280  |
  Siren, WI 54872  |  715-349-7600 
For more information visit
: 
http://wwww.burnettcounty.com/index.aspx?nid=1007
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