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Administration
As the formation of the 2018
Budget continues, it is important that we try to keep everyone informed as much as possible. During July and August,
standing committees reviewed
and recommended their budgets
to Administration. Once sent to
Administration, we compiled
the requests, reviewed expenditures and revenues, and determined that there was an excess
of approximately $400,000 of
planned expenses versus revenues. While this discrepancy is
not necessarily larger than in
previous years, in previous
years the gap needing to be
filled was more easily done by
utilizing one time funds.

mately 9 positions, 3 of which
were department head positions. These reductions in staff
allowed for structural increases
that provided funds for inflationary increases. And no, that
isn’t a fancy description for staff
raises! In fact, as staff is aware,
we have seen modest increases
in wages over the previous three
years averaging just over 1% annually. However, as we look at
2019, we have no positions to
absorb without further reduction in service levels or an increase in workplace efficiencies.
The only other option is increased revenue to keep up with
inflation. However with the impact of levy limits, and low net
2018, as well as future years will new construction figures, increased general fund tax levy
create both challenges and opportunities for all departments. funds will lag inflation. Therefore, prior to the commenceOver the previous three years,
and including 2018 the County ment of the 2019 budget process,
the County Board will hold a
will have absorbed approxiCommittee of the Whole meet-

ing to discuss both funding and
service priorities.
As Administration continues to
prepare a balanced budget for
the County Board to review and
approve in November, meetings
with departments and those receiving funding from the
County will be ongoing. Not
only is our goal to provide a balanced budget, but one that is
sustainable into the future without over using one-time funds
to fill the gap. The next step for
the 2018 budget approval will
be Administration Committee’s
review and recommendation to
the full County Board, which
will take place in September.
If anyone has specific questions
or concerns regarding the 2018
budget, do not hesitate to contact me.

-Nate

County Clerk
And that’s it folks….the last
bid is in and the Tax Deed
Land Sale Auction is a wrap.
Of the thirty-seven properties
listed on Wisconsin Surplus On
-line Auction site, 34 sold after

being up for sale for three
weeks. This was our largest on
-line auction thus far since we
have been using Wisconsin
Surplus for the sale of county
property totaled over

$170,000.00. The remaining
two properties may be purchased at our office at the minimum bid price during normal
business hours.
(Continued on Page 8)
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Emergency Management
September is National
Preparedness Month
Burnett County Emergency
Management, the Burnett
County Sentinel and Fourwinds Market have partnered
for a month long campaign of
articles, displays and giveaways with a goal of increasing awareness of emergency
preparedness and to offer tips
and suggestions on how to
prepare your family in case of
an emergency!

 How will you protect your
belongings from further
damage due to the incident

To summarize, go back to
your family plan and expand
it to include:

Making a plan can be a fun
family exercise. Using the
guidelines above as talking
points, have “dinner table”
discussions about “what-if”
something bad happens. A
Family Preparedness Plan
will help you and your family
“weather the storm” in the
least stressful or scary way.

 Who are your neighbors,
how might they be vulnerable in an emergency, what
is their contact information,
and what is their street address?

Form a Family Plan

Plan to Help

The greatest risks to Burnett
County residents are identified in the Burnett County
Hazard Mitigation Plan as tornadoes, wildfires, thunderstorms, windstorms, failure of
the power grid, winter storms
and hailstorms, in that order.
National Preparedness Month
is a great time to review your
preparedness plans for responding to any of these disasters by discussing :

Neighbors and Community

 Are you ready to perform
First Aid if needed by your
family and your neighbors?

 How will you learn about
an impending danger
 How will you know where
your family members are
and how will you communicate with them
 How will you feed and shelter your family (including
pets) during the disaster
 How will you care for minor injuries encountered
during the emergency

Having discussed plan options
with the family, next get to
know your neighbors. With
the familiarity you can establish in a time of calm, you can
be more helpful during a time
emergency. Many of us have
neighbors that are elderly or
have young families or have
family members that work on
the road, or maybe you are a
family like that!
In addition, we can assist the
utilities and the community
by reporting damage to roads
and bridges, trees blocking the
roadways, and downed power
and phone lines. The repair
crews will be working swiftly
to try to get the situation resolved, but knowing the extent
of the problem will be a big
help.

 What utilities serve your
neighborhood and what information are on the power
and telephone poles?

 What can you do to help the
community in times of
need?
Practice and Build
Out the Plan
The third element of National
Preparedness Month is ACTION! During September 1521, the focus in Burnett
County will be on preparing
for an emergency by putting
together a cache of food and
water that will sustain their
family for a week . In a week
long event hosted by Fourwinds Market, preparedness
brochures, sample menus, and
suggested food item lists with
shelf flags throughout the
store will be available.
(Continued on Page 3)

Issue 41

(Continued from Page 2)

As an incentive, the first 60
families that purchase 3-5 days
worth of meals for their family
will receive a specially labeled
50 qt plastic tote, provided by
Polk-Burnett Operation Round
-Up, to help keep the food safe
and available. Details of other
drawings are still being finalized. Considering the hazards
posing the greatest risk in Burnett County, decision on what
to store away needs to focus
on what means of food preparation will be available. In
most of the hazards, the loss of
electrical power may be a major portion of the problem, so
food preparation methods
available need to be taken into
account .
Many people have camp
stoves and these can be a
great asset, keeping in mind
that they CAN NOT be used
in the home due to the risk of
carbon monoxide poisoning.
Gas or charcoal grills on the
deck can be very handy as can
a fire ring and grate that will
allow for campfire cooking.
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Some folks may even have reflector ovens or solar ovens!
STOP BY AND JOIN THE
FUN SEPTEMBER 15-21!
Get Involved
After forming a family plan,
then expanding it to include
what the family can do to help
their neighbors, then putting
the plan into action, the last
element of National Preparedness Month is getting involved. We may not be able to
stop disasters, but together,
can work to mitigate the effects and improve our response to them so that we are
able to get our lives back to
normal faster and with less
physical and physiological
trauma.
A good level of involvement is
different for everyone. It may
be picking up garbage in the
ditches. It may be growing a
vegetable garden and preserving food. It may be learning
First Aid. It may be running
for office. It may be volunteering.

While people certainly don’t
have to join a group to make
the community more resilient,
volunteering opportunities are
available for almost any area
of interest. Some of these take
specialized training, and some
just need for the person be
there and care. A partial list
of organizations in Burnett
County include: Fire Departments, 1st Responders, Red
Cross, Salvation Army, Interfaith Caregivers, Ruby's Pantry, Indianhead Action
Agency, Girl & Boy Scouts, 4H, Humane Society, Citizens
Patrol, Library, Citizens Auxiliary, Meals on Wheels, Hospice…..the list goes on and on.
The point is, If we think about
what could happen, make a
plan for how to respond, and
act on that plan to prepare
ourselves, families, and community, we will be much more
capable to return to “Normal”
after a disaster. Let’s CELEBRATE National Preparedness
Month – September, 2017.
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Health & Human Services

August is National Immunization Awareness Month, so it’s a
great time to look up your own
and your child’s immunization
records to make sure everyone is
up to date on recommended vaccinations. When immunizations
are given throughout the State of
Wisconsin, they are entered into
the Wisconsin Immunization
Registry, so everyone can have
access to their own electronic immunization record. To access this
registry, visit
www.dhfsWIR.org. You must
provide a social security number
or Medicaid ID.
If you aren’t up to date or are
due for a vaccine, they are very
safe, as most only cause minor
side effects such as soreness at
the injection site or a slight fever.

Serious reactions are very rare.
The risks associated with the diseases that you or your child
could get by not being vaccinated are far greater than the
risk of a vaccine reaction. Remember, many vaccine preventable diseases are still prevalent
around the world. If we stop
vaccinating against these diseases, many more people will
become infected.
All children should be seen by a
physician for regular check-ups.
During these visits, they will receive vaccinations to protect
them against 14 preventable diseases. Wisconsin State Law requires that children are up to
date on immunizations before
entering school. If children are
not up to date on immunizations, they can be forced to stay
home from school during outbreaks, potentially missing several weeks of class.

also recommended for adolescents age 11-12, with a booster
shot recommended at age 16.
This protects against meningitis,
which can be a very severe and
life threatening disease. In addition, teens and adults should receive the Tdap vaccination to
protect against tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (whooping
cough). If you are an adult over
the age of 60, talk to your doctor
about the pneumonia and shingles vaccines.
Finally, everyone ages 6 months
and older should also be receiving an annual influenza (flu)
shot. Remember, getting the recommended immunizations protects you, your loved ones, and
the community. Talk to your
health care provider about getting up to date on vaccinations
today!

You can check out our facebook
page, Burnett County Wisconsin
Adolescents and adults need
Public Health, for some FAQs on
vaccinations too. All children 11vaccines for people of all ages.
12 years of age should receive
the HPV vaccination to protect
against certain forms of cancer.
The meningococcal vaccine is
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Highway Department
Highway/Forest & Parks Department Open House a SUCCESS!
Thanks to all who attended our Open House on August 12! We enjoyed having the opportunity to
proudly share our new facility! The weather was near perfect, which may have had an effect on
the large number of attendees! During the open house, the staff was available for questions and to
explain the building’s layout and features. Visitors were encouraged to take a self-guided tour
throughout the facility. Both departments had many activities for all ages which included:

Informative posters were located throughout the building

Antique tools were on display

(Continued on Page 6)
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Highway Department
(Continued from Page 5)

Heavy equipment was open and available for people to jump in and take a look at, (some of the kids
loved honking the horn on the big trucks). A guessing game &/or survey to answer for door prizes,
along with giveaways for the kids were a fun add on!

A slide show showing the progress of the building project from start to finish was played and, of
course - coffee, pop, cookies, and a free LUNCH were provided to folks who stopped by! All in all
it was a very nice day!
We would like to thank our County Board of Supervisors and Administrator for their dedication
and support during this entire project.
A special thanks to Bremer Bank for providing the food; the Lions Club for preparing and serving
the lunch; the Webster DNR for the giveaways, Tracy Klatt in Zoning for her work on our maps
and for printing our informational posters, and thank you to Tesora for borrowing us their sign last
minute to put out by the road (after having received the
completely wrong sign than what we’d ordered!)….
Yep – this is the sign we were sent!

Issue 41

Page 7

Land and Water Conservation
The Burnett County Aquatic
Invasive Species program has
made the monitoring of zebra
mussels a big part of their plan
this summer. One of the ways
this is being done is by performing veliger tows at lakes
susceptible to zebra mussels in
Burnett County. A zebra mussel veliger is the larvae of a zebra mussel, and is too small to
see with the naked eye. These
veligers float around in lakes
and rivers, drifting where the
current takes them until they
are able to attach to a hard surface. A veliger tow is where a
very fine mesh net with a
weighted filter attached to the

bottom is dropped from a boat
and slowly drug through the
water to collect microorganisms
like these veligers. This is not as
simple as it sounds, as there are
a very specific set of protocol
that must be followed. The water samples collected are sent in
to the DNR for testing to determine whether or not there are
zebra mussels in the body of
water being tested.






Big Sand
Devils Lake
Loon-Cadotte
Clam Lake

Lakes that Burnett County has
done veligers tows on so far:




Middle McKenzie
Lower McKenzie
Big Wood Lake

Treasurer
Do you owe delinquent taxes
to Burnett County?
The county treasurer and
county administrator are collaborating on a policy to
“catch-up” delinquent taxes
owed to Burnett County. Delinquent taxpayers will be informed by the end of the year
of the new county delinquent
tax collection policy to be implemented in 2018.
There are currently 2.4 million
dollars in unpaid taxes due to
Burnett County for the 20052016 tax years. Each year, the
county pays “in full” levied

amounts to the state, a technical college, school districts,
towns and villages even
though the money has not
been collected in full. As a result, the county carries this tax
debt for collection. Interest
accrues on the unpaid taxes at
1% per month, but no interest
is collected when taxes are not
paid.
By statute, the county may recover unpaid taxes by taking
the property through a statutory process; Burnett County
records tax deeds and by doing so becomes the owner of

delinquent tax parcels. The
county may then sell the parcels to recover the uncollected
tax dollars. In the past, the
purchase price for some parcels sold at auction has been
less than the delinquent taxes
owed on the parcel.
The county understands many
circumstances in a person’s
life may affect their ability to
pay bills. County staff has
worked diligently with taxpayers over the years to allow
time to pay back taxes.
(Continued on Page 8)

Issue 41

Page 8
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quences.

However, when properties are
taken after 9-10 years of waiting for payment, many buildings are dilapidated, have little
value and are often seen as an
eyesore by the community.
Many landowners who pay
their taxes on time question
why some landowners are allowed to have delinquent taxes
for many years with no conse-

In 2018, a new county delinquent tax collection policy will
be put into effect. The county
will still work with taxpayers,
but the policy will have clear
payment requirements and it
will be the landowners’ responsibility to pay their taxes
in a timely manner. The unfortunate results of not making

(Continued from Page 1)

This has proven to be an efficient and worthwhile means to
sell property and put your tax
dollars back in the coffers for

the benefit of all Burnett
County property owners.
Keep an eye out on Wisconsin
Surplus On-line Auction site at
www.wisconsinsurplus.com

payments on time as outlined
by the policy will be to lose
their property. The county
would prefer not to take any
properties, but is committed to
“catching-up” on collecting
delinquent taxes and applying
county policy and state law
uniformly, in fairness to all
landowners.

for Burnett County property
for sale (and thousands of
other items from all over) and
you may find something you
just can’t live without.

