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Administration
As we close out April, we enter into the realm of electronic
time and attendance. Beginning May 5th, a pilot group of
staff and their managers will
begin testing TimeClock Plus,
the web-based product chosen
as our timekeeping solution. Manager training was
held April 25th, and employee
training (for the pilot group)
is scheduled for May 1st. Recordings of both trainings will
be available to anyone that
was unable to attend the live
trainings.

By automating our time & attendance, we will see savings
of time for both employees
and staff that process payroll. Employees’ time will import directly into our payroll
software, eliminating the need
to hand-key employees’
hours. This should also eliminate the human error associated with manual entry.
In addition, by moving to a
paperless process, we will
save printing 5,000 pieces of
paper annually. Our auditors

review timesheets in electronic format already, so we
will eliminate the need to scan
paper timesheets into the preferred electronic format.
As with any new process, this
change will have its challenges, but we are confident
that electronic timekeeping
will become something that
we all appreciate.

- Nate

Aging and Disability Resource Center
Volunteer
Appreciation Month
Why do we live in Northwest
Wisconsin? The nature? The
beauty? The solitude?
Or maybe at this point it’s just
home. Have you thought
about the day when you may
not be able to drive anymore
or get around like you used
to? How will that affect your
life? Will you have to move or
relocate? Honor volunteer appreciation month by helping
those who currently find
themselves in this situation by

volunteering for the ADRC of
Northwest Wisconsin.
Many essential ADRC programs available in our rural
communities are made possible by volunteers. Currently at
the ADRC, we are in great
need of individuals in two
very important programs that
help fill a vital need in the
community—Medical Transportation and Home Delivered Meals Programs.
The Medical Transportation
program helps older adults
and adults living with a dis-

ability get to and from local
and out of area medical appointments. This program
goes a long way in helping
our neighbors gain access to
the healthcare they need.
The Home Delivered Meals
program delivers hot and frozen meals to older adults who
are unable to get to the grocery store or prepare meals
due to physical and/or transportation barriers. This program helps individuals gain
access to nutritious meals.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Volunteers for these two programs donate their time but
are reimbursed for their mileage at the current IRS rate.
Do you have a little extra
time? Do you like the way it
feels to help others? Do you
love living in Northwest Wisconsin? You can help others in
fulfilling their desire to continue live in the Northwoods
by volunteering a little of your
time.
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The ADRC is also looking to
work with businesses and
community organizations
looking for community service hours. If you have information on these organizations, please contact us or pass
on our contact information.
Contact the ADRC of Northwest WI today at 877-485-2372
to become a volunteer or to
learn more about other volunteer opportunities available.
Volunteer information can
also be found on our website

at: www.adrcnwwi.org/
volunteer.htm.

Honor Volunteer Appreciation Month by Volunteering
for the ADRC of Northwest
Wisconsin!

Forestry and Parks
If you remember, not too long
ago Burnett County was hit by
a massive wind storm that
damaged thousands of acres of
private and public lands; it
was the July 2011 storm. It was
estimated by the WI DNR that
there was 76,573 acres damaged in Burnett County alone.
We estimated that 20,00025,000 acres were damaged on
the Burnett County Forest,
some areas a lot worse than
others.
Once it was all said and done,
the Burnett County Forest had
established, sold, and harvested approximately 7300
acres of timber that was damaged by this storm. The largest
amount of this timber was in
our Aspen type. Approximately 3500 acres were harvested due to this storm alone,
which was about 48% of the
overall acreage, not to mention

all the acres that we had been
working on every year leading
up to this storm.
So why is this important to
talk about today, nearly seven
years after the wind event?
Well, there are a great number
of reasons that it should be
talked about, like how we now
have one of the best young forests growing in this part of the
state, which helps to provide
clean water, clean air, and
some of the best and most extensive wildlife habitat this
county forest has seen since its
inception in the 30’s.
While this young wildlife habitat is home to all types of critters, people typically refer to
wildlife habitat for game species, such as deer, bear, rabbit,
squirrel, grouse and woodcock. Yes that’s right I said
grouse and woodcock, which

is really the reason why I am
writing this article. Due to this
extensive amount of new
young aspen habitat, Burnett
County is teaming up with
some other counties to promote the grouse and woodcock
hunting opportunity that currently exists with this young
forest. The Wisconsin County
Forests, with the help of our
WCFA Assistant Executive Director, Gary Zimmer, have
worked to put together a “Plan
Your Grouse Hunt on Wisconsin County Forests” brochure
and website, which Burnett
County will soon be a part of
for this next hunting season.
See the attached brochure information and a sample map
of what this site has to offer
our residents and visitors.
Hope you’re having a great
day!
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Emergency Management
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Health & Human Services
Since 1983, the month of April
has been designated as Child
Abuse Prevention Month. Putting the focus on prevention,
this initiative focuses on the
ways that we can support children, families, and our community to create safe and stable
environments for children. The
Burnett County Children and
Families Unit strives to provide
community education, increase
public awareness, and build
partnerships with other agencies in an attempt to combat the
issues that may lead to child
maltreatment.

thing for Kids”. Educate yourself about the signs of child
abuse or neglect and advocate
on behalf of the children in
your community. Reports of
child maltreatment can be
made by anyone to the Burnett County Children and
Families Unit by calling 715349-7600 during our regular
business hours. Outside of
business hours, you may
reach our on-call social
worker by contacting the Burnett County Sheriff’s Office.
Even one case of child abuse
is too many.

Everyone has a role in preventing child abuse or neglect
and the call is for citizens to
“Say Something, Do Some-

There are several other community agencies and action groups
that participate in child abuse
prevention efforts. The Burnett

County Family Resource Center, Community Referral
Agency, Restorative Justice of
Northwest Wisconsin, Burnett
County Prevention Coalition,
Healthy Burnett and the Early
Childhood Interagency Council, St. Croix Indian Child Welfare and St. Croix Tribal Maternal Child Health are just some
of our partners. These entities
provide community outreach,
services, and activities to promote the well being of children
and families.
Please see our child abuse prevention display on the 2nd floor
of the Burnett County Government Center for more information.

“In 2008, Prevent Child Abuse America introduced the pinwheel as the new national symbol for child
abuse prevention through Pinwheels for Prevention®. What our research showed, and what our experiences since then have borne out, is that people respond to the pinwheel. By its very nature, the pinwheel
connotes whimsy and childlike notions. In essence, it has come to serve as the physical embodiment, or
reminder, of the great childhoods we want for all children.”
http://preventchildabuse.org/resource/pinwheels-for-prevention/
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Health & Human Services
April is STD Awareness
Month, and Burnett County
DHHS-Public Health is stepping up the STD prevention
and education. When a community member makes use of
the free condoms provided by
Public Health, they will also be
getting STD education in our
prevention packets. There are
nearly 30,000 new sexually
trans-mitted diseases (STDs)
occurring in Wisconsin each
year and that number continues to rise in Burnett County.
One in two sexually active
young people will get an STD
by the age of 25, and most
won’t know it. The majority of
STDs do not cause symptoms,
yet they can lead to serious
health effects like pelvic inflammatory disease and infertility. That is why it is so important for all sexually active
young people to be tested for
STDs annually.
Burnett County Public Health
is required by law to make attempts to contact every individual who tests positive for
reportable communicable diseases, including STDs such as
Chlamydia and Gonorrhea.
During these contacts education is provided on prevention
of STDs and on cancer preventing vaccines, like HPV.
HPV (Human Papillomavirus)
is the most common STD in

the US. Almost all sexually active men and women will get it
at some point in their lives.
HPV usually has no symptoms, but there are some types
that can cause genital warts
and cancer. The good news is
that there is a vaccine that prevents HPV and its related
health problems. The vaccine
protects against the strains of
HPV that cause 80%
of all cervical cancers and 90% of all
genital warts. It is
recommended for
all girls and boys
ages 11-12, but it
may be given up to
age 26. HPV vaccine
produces a higher
immune response in
preteens than it
does in older teens
and young adults,
which is why it is
recommended at an
early age before sexual activity begins.
In Burnett County
we continue to see
lower rates of vaccinations for HPV
than the national
and state averages.
We are trying to
combat that with
providing as much
education and public awareness as

possible. We have had numerous displays set up in the Government Center and WIC locations as well as a large standup
banner that is being rotated
throughout our partners in
Burnett County. If anyone has
any questions, we encourage
them to contact Public Health.

2012 data retrieved from: https://www.livescience.com
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Highway Department
Highway/Forestry Facility:
A Synergistic Asset to the
County
It’s hard to believe year one in
the new Highway/Forestry facility is in the rear-view mirror.
Looking back on the activities
that have occurred in that short
amount of time, I realized the
synergistic benefits the facility
provides to the overall county
organization, local municipalities, and the public.
Two departments have been
lumped into one common space
and have been working together
sharing resources to strengthen
our individual departments and
the county as a whole. Not only
do we share space, we also share
critical resources such as personnel, equipment, and knowledge.
The list of benefits is too long to

list. I can speak for the entire
Highway Department when I
say we’ve truly enjoyed working
with the Parks and Forest staff
over the past year.
Additionally, the facility has
provided a place for other departments to benefit their operations.
The group formerly
known as Land and Water will
be using the facility for their tree
and shrub sale this year. Storage
space has been provided for specialty equipment used in the
fight of aquatic invasive species.
Together we are also in the planning process to conduct muchneeded concrete repair work on
the Clam Dam.
Deputy Tracker and Deputy Olson have been conducting training exercises in the large vehicle
storage area. Detectives Mead

District Attorney’s Office
We would like to introduce Dawn Ruberg our
new legal secretary. Dawn
is replacing Karen Harris
who is our new Victim
Witness Coordinator.
Dawn has recently moved
from Ashland, Wisconsin
and now resides in Luck.
Previous to coming to Burnett County, Dawn
worked for Spears, Carlson & Coleman Law Firm
as a legal assistant and of-

fice manager in Washburn
for the past 12 years.
Dawn has two children;
Zach age 21 and Katelee
age 25.
Dawn enjoys spending
time with family &
friends, walking, kayaking, reading, hunting and
fishing.
We are happy to welcome
Dawn to our crazy world
on second floor.

and Wiltrout have been using
the space to search seized vehicles in a safe place out of the elements. Our mechanics have assisted the detectives disassembling vehicles for this purpose.
A large fenced-in, lighted area
has been provided for storing
seized vehicles so they don’t
take up space at the Government
Center. Our weigh station is being used by the State Patrol to
check large vehicles suspected of
being overweight.
Moving into the future, I’m sure
the facility will continue to serve
as a venue for cooperation between various groups to produce a combined effect greater
than the sum of their separate
effects - Synergy.
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Land Services
You’ve been hearing about it for a while and now it’s
finally happened – Zoning, Land Information, and
Land & Water Conservation have combined to create
the LAND SERVICES DEPARTMENT!! As of March,
we have moved into our new offices at the west end of
the first floor of the Government Center (rooms 120 &
130). Relocating is always somewhat chaotic, but now
that is all passed and we have settled in. By combining
these divisions into one department, we have created a
one-stop shopping experience for Burnett County residents. Feel free to stop by and see our new home!!

SOIL TRIVIA
Land Services – Conservation Division


Did you know that…………



Only 12% of the land in the world has the proper combination of climate, fertility, and moisture
holding capacity necessary to grow crops.
The American Midwest has the largest area of prime farmland soils in the world. Other large
areas are in South America and in Eastern Europe and Russia.
About 1/3 of the nation’s original prime topsoil has been washed or blown into streams, lakes
and oceans, mostly as a result of over-cultivation, overgrazing, and deforestation.
Soil erosion from unmanaged construction sites can be 5 times the amount from farm fields.
In the spring of 1934, wind erosion originating the Great Plains carried an estimated 200 million
tons of soil to the Northeastern United States and out to sea. This storm caused “muddy rains”
in New York and “black snows” in Vermont.
The topsoil that washes and blows into the world’s streams, lakes and oceans each year would
fill a train of freight cars long enough to encircle the planet 150 times.
The estimated amount of topsoil that erodes away each day in the United States would fill a
line of dump trucks 3,500 miles long.
Soil erosion causes an estimated $400 billion each year worldwide in direct damage to agricultural lands and indirect damage to waterways, infrastructure, and human health, and average
of $46 million in damages per hour.
It can take over 500 years to form an inch of topsoil on the surface!
Soil is a living system. There are more living organisms in a handful of soil than there are people on earth.














For more information on protecting and nurturing your soil please contact the Land Services
Department – Conservation Division at 715.349.2109 or landservices@burnettcounty.org.
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Sheriff’s Office
Sunday, May 13 through Saturday May 19, 2018 is National Police
Week. 57 years ago, President Kennedy dedicated this week to honor
and pay special recognition to those law enforcement officers who gave
their lives in the line of duty.

Treasurer
Burnett County taxpayers had
5,256 lottery and gaming credit
claims on their property tax
bills for a total of $492,292.29
in tax credit for the 2017 tax
year. The overall statewide
average credit for 2017 was
$116.00.
To qualify for the Lottery and
Gaming Credit, you must be a
Wisconsin resident, own a
dwelling and use it as your
primary residence as of the
January 1 certification date of
the year the property taxes are
levied. If an owner is temporarily absent, typically for a
period no longer than six
months (ex: hospital, vacation,
incarcerated), the primary residence is the home where the
owner returns. Principal
dwelling means any dwelling
the owner of the dwelling uses
as his/her primary residence.
A property owner may claim
only one primary residence.
You cannot claim the Lottery
and Gaming Credit on business property, rental units, vacant land, garages or other
property that is not the

owner's primary residence
(sec. 79.10(1)(dm), (9)(bm),
Wis. Stats.).
To see if you received the
credit, review your property
tax bill. The Lottery and Gaming Credit is located below the
Total (tax) and First Dollar
Credit lines on your tax bill. If
an amount is listed on this line,
the property received the
credit.
If you qualify for a lottery
credit but are not receiving it
at this time, you must submit
an application. If you have received the credit in the past,
but no longer qualify, you
must submit a removal request
form.
Please review your
property tax bill to ensure you
are properly receiving the
credit.
Because of the restrictions to
qualify for the lottery credit,
the Department of Revenue
annually performs an audit on
the file provided by the
county. This year 224 of the

5,256 claims were flagged as
possibly receiving the lottery
credit in error. Our office is
currently researching each of
the 224 claims as a preliminary
review before the state contacts the property owners.
For forms and more information, visit the Wisconsin Department of Revenue website:
h t t p s : / /
www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/
Form/lottery-home.aspx
In April 2018, Burnett County
received the 2017 Lottery and
Gaming Credit payment from
the state for distribution. Burnett County received
$123,580.07 and distributed the
remaining funds to the following taxing jurisdictions:
$68,688.77 total to 21 towns,
$29,270.52 total to 3 villages,
$258,590.92 total to 8 school
districts and $12,162.01 total to
1 vocational school.
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University of Wisconsin-Extension and Tourism
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