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Administration
We have had many new faces
join the Burnett County Team
over the last several months
and the April Newsletter provides an opportunity to share
and review our organization’s
mission and core values. Our
mission is how we define our
purpose as an organization and
our core values are the principles that guide the work that
we do.

“To Provide Vision
and Stewardship”

foster community-wide support
on issues and programs.

With that mission, comes four Value Employees: Public servcore values that dictate our be- ants reveal the common good.
haviors and actions:
At times, it can be difficult to
Quality of Life: We value understand how our work has
quality of life meaning friendly an impact. Our tasks might
communities, wildlife, natural seem mundane or maybe the
resources, jobs and education.
stresses of our duties have us
Efficiency of Services: We val- overwhelmed. Taking the time
ue services and work to imple- to reflect on our mission and
ment them in financially sound core values can help us rememways that affect both the short ber that we each contribute to
and long-term financial health this complex organization and,
that we have a direct affect on
of our organization.
the outcomes and achievements
Common Goals: We reach out, of the organization as a whole.
listen, and develop common
-Nate
goals to focus our work and

Aging & Disability Resource Center
GeorgAnne “Nickie” Quernemoen has retired after 16 ½
years of serving the community. Unfortunately, the meal
site staff are rarely seen
around the halls of the government center, but rest assured
they are out there working
hard. They provide communities with needed nutrition programs, assisting our elders to
remain healthy and independent in their own homes as long
as possible.

Nickie has been one of our
longest serving cooks. She has
been at the Webster Senior
Center cooking magnificent
meals with a wonderful attitude and customer service approach. She is known for her
dedication, hard work and fabulous laugh. She will be greatly missed at the site. So if you
know Nickie, please join the
ADRC in sharing our gratitude
and congratulations.

If you see this lady on the streets
of Webster, wish her the best in
her retirement!
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County Clerk
One of the most rewarding
things I have the pleasure of
doing as the County Clerk is
helping people. Being a public
servant as an elected official is
very gratifying to me. I have
the opportunity in so many
ways to give back to the people of Burnett County who so
graciously and trustingly elected me to serve them.
There are many statutory duties necessary to fulfill my du-

ties as the County Clerk, but
there are also many other services we provide through our
office. My staff and I enjoy
providing services to help the
citizens of Burnett County as
well as our second homeowners and tourists.
When I have the opportunity
to reach out, educate others,
visit other municipalities to
help with situations, do election trainings, etc…..that keep

me in touch with the people of
Burnett County part of my job,
I know I am doing what I love
to do, help people.
If you want to know more
about what our office does and
the services our office provides, visit our department
web page at:
http://
www.bur net t co unty .co m/
index.aspx?nid=71.

Highway Department
Farewell Sheila Bristol! Thank
you for your service.

After over 29 years of service
with Burnett County, Sheila
Bristol has decided to call it a
career. Sheila started working
for the County on January 2,
1990 as a Home Care Nurse
with the department of Health
and Human Services. Over

time, her role transitioned to
Billing then to Admin Assist
before to moving to the Highway Department when the Office Manager position came
available in 2001. Her primary
duty in Highway was to manage the department’s finances.
Sheila’s professional skill set is
second-to-none. With a background in nursing she always
demonstrated the highest level
of care and compassion in her
work and with those she
worked with. Her positive attitude and constant smile infected those around her and created an environment of ease and
comfort. With a keen attention
to detail and a strong understanding of governmental accounting, she vastly improved
department’s finance procedures and fiscal accountability.
She has set a precedence in her
work but has done it in a man-

ner that will make it easy for
her successor to replicate and
build upon. She has left many
lasting impressions on everyone she’s worked with and her
legacy will carry on for many
years to come.
Sheila’s plans for retirement
include moving to Door County with her husband, Bob,
where their son lives so they
can spend a lot of time with
their grandchildren. They already have plans in the works
to build a home on a beautiful
lot they purchased years ago
on Lake Michigan. I am very
thankful for all that Sheila has
done for the County and she
certainly deserves the dream
retirement she has worked so
hard to achieve.
Michael Hoefs
Highway Commissioner
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Emergency Management
Welcome to Spring!
We made it through the spring
time melt season in great shape
and now we are well on our
way to the sometimes wild
spring-time severe weather season. This is an excellent time
to pull out the family preparation plan to make sure everyone remembers what to do in
the event of a storm. If you
want to review suggestions,
check out
https://
readywisconsin.wi.gov/make-a
-plan/
Locally, we are well on our way
to rolling out BEACON…. The
Burnett County Emergency Notification System. We currently
have over 9600 phone numbers
enrolled and are meeting with
community groups to encourage additional signups. If you
haven’t signed up your cell
phones, please do at http://
www.burnettcounty.com/ and
click on the BEACON signup
button.
We had a
great turn out
at the annual
S k y w a r n
training presented
this
year in Danbury and encourage everyo ne
to
make
sure
their weather
radio
is
plugged
in
and turned on.

We all should have our new
Burnett County ID cards now…
with a few minor exceptions.
If you don’t have one or know
of someone that has errors on
their card, please have them
contact me, Jim Tolbert, so that
situation can be rectified.

Here are some reminders about
t or nado s fro m ht t ps:/ /
www.ready.gov/tornadoes
Tornadoes
Tornadoes can destroy buildings, flip cars, and create deadly flying debris. Tornadoes are
violently rotating columns of
air that extend from a thunderstorm to the ground. Tornadoes
can:
Happen anytime and anywhere;
Bring intense winds, over 200
MPH; and
Look like funnels.

IF YOU ARE UNDER A TORNADO WARNING, FIND
SAFE SHELTER RIGHT AWAY
If you can safely get to a sturdy
building, then do so immediately.
Go to a safe room, basement, or
storm cellar.
If you are in a building with no
basement, then get to a small
interior room on the lowest level.
Stay away from windows,
doors, and outside walls.
Do not get under an overpass
or bridge. You’re safer in a low,
flat location.
Watch out for flying debris that
can cause injury or death.
Use your arms to protect your
head and neck.
HOW TO STAY SAFE WHEN
A TORNADO THREATENS
Prepare NOW.
Know your area’s tornado risk.
In the U.S., the Midwest and
the Southeast have a greater
risk for tornadoes.
Know
the
signs of a tornado, including a rotating,
f u n n e l shaped cloud;
an approaching cloud of
debris; or a
loud roar—
similar to a
freight train.
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Health & Human Services
Since 1983, the month of April
has been designated as Child
Abuse Prevention Month. Putting the focus on prevention,
this initiative focuses on the
ways that we can support children, families, and our community to create safe and stable
environments for children. The
Burnett County Children and
Families Unit strives to provide
community education, increase
public awareness, and build
partnerships with other agencies in an attempt to combat the
issues that may lead to child
maltreatment.
Everyone has a role in preventing child abuse or neglect and
the call is for citizens to “Say

Something, Do Something for
Kids”. Educate yourself about
the signs of child abuse or neglect and advocate on behalf of
the children in your community. Reports of child maltreatment can be made by anyone to
the Burnett County Children
and Families Unit by calling
715-349-7600 during our regular business hours. Outside of
business hours, you may reach
our on-call social worker by
contacting the Burnett County
Sheriff’s Office. Even one case
of child abuse is too many.
There are several other community agencies and action groups
that participate in child abuse
prevention efforts. The Burnett

County Family Resource Center, Community Referral Agency, Restorative Justice of Northwest Wisconsin, Burnett County Prevention Coalition,
Healthy Burnett and the Early
Childhood Interagency Council, St. Croix Indian Child Welfare and St. Croix Tribal Maternal Child Health are just some
of our partners. These entities
provide community outreach,
services, and activities to promote the well being of children
and families.
Please see our child abuse prevention display in the main lobby of the Burnett County Government Center for more information.

“In 2008, Prevent Child Abuse America introduced the pinwheel as the new national symbol for child abuse
prevention through Pinwheels for Prevention®. What our research showed, and what our experiences since
then have borne out, is that people respond to the pinwheel. By its very nature, the pinwheel connotes
whimsy and childlike notions. In essence, it has come to serve as the physical embodiment, or reminder, of
the great childhoods we want for all children.”
http://preventchildabuse.org/resource/pinwheels-for-prevention/
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Land Services
DRAIN CAMPAIGN 2019
MADISON – Anglers will be
reminded to drain livewells,
bait buckets, motors and bilges
before leaving a boat launch or
fishing access during the
statewide Drain Campaign on
May 31-June 2, 2019. Water left
in the boat and other equipment can transport fish diseases
and aquatic invasive species
between lakes, rivers and
streams. For the second year,
it's easier than ever to bring the
message to new fishermen of all
ages as the Drain Campaign coincides with Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources' Free
Fishing Weekend, June 1-2.

growth and helps to protect the
flavor of your catch. “Anglers
are passionate about protecting
their lakes and know the right
thing to do is to remove all
plants and animals and drain
water from their boats. That includes draining from livewells
and buckets which helps keep
microscopic invasive species
and diseases from moving between lakes and rivers.”

Fishermen are the best messengers to spread the word to other anglers by modeling prevention steps to those new to the
sport as well as to others who
don’t know the law and reasons
behind it. Those who use social
Clean Boats, Clean Waters boat media can also spread the word
inspectors made up of volun- about the importance of drainteers, regional aquatic invasive ing livewells and other equipspecies partners and WDNR ment by posting photos and
staff will talk with anglers and messages using #JustDrainIt.
boaters at launches around the The following steps are restate. At many lakes and river quired by law to prevent the
accesses, they will also hand spread
of
out free icepacks and other Stop aquatic inAquatic Hitchhikers! items vasive spewhile they remind people that cies:
icing is the best way to keep
INSPECT
fish fresh.
boats, trail“Ice is a great alternative to ers
and
keep your fish fresh on the ride equipment
home,” says Bob Wakeman, the for attached
statewide Aquatic Invasive a q u a t i c
Species Coordinator for the plants
or
Wisconsin Department of Natu- animals.
ral Resources, adding that ice is R E M O V E
already preferred by many an- all attached
glers, since it stops bacterial a q u a t i c

plants and animals.
DRAIN all water from boats,
vehicles, and equipment, including livewells and buckets
containing fish.
NEVER MOVE plants or live
fish away from a waterbody.
DISPOSE of unwanted bait in
the trash
BUY minnows from a Wisconsin bait dealer.
Only use leftover minnows
when either 1) fishing with
them on the same body of water or 2) on other waters if no
lake/river water or other fish
have been added to the container.
To learn more about invasive
species and their impacts to
Wisconsin’s waters and economy, visit http://dnr.wi.gov/
lakes/invasives or contact the
Burnett County Land Services
Conservation Division at
715.349.2109.
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University of Wisconsin — Extension
Burnett County 4-H held its annual Cultural Arts Festival in Siren on Sunday, March 31 where 4-H
members could enter in communications contests including speech, prose and poetry. They could
also be involved in drama, storytelling or demonstrations. Many supplied entries to the arts and
crafts contest and the photography contest. Judges included John Tinman, Jill Tinman, Rick Abrahamzon, Sheila Staples, Janell Sacharski, Jessica Strabel, and Stacy Coy.
The Festival opened with four of the 4-H clubs entertaining the audience with drama productions.
Within the Arts & Crafts contest the following entries qualified to be sent to the Wisconsin State
Fair in August:


Chloe Blakeslee in the Junior division from Jolly H’s 4-H with her Embroidered Horse Pannel



Chloe Blakeslee in the Junior division from Jolly H’s 4-H with her “Dust Bowl” scrapbook page



Haley Glover in the Intermediate division from Jolly H’s 4-H with her Clay Sculpted Bowl



Krystin Kroll in the Cloverbud division from Jolly H’s 4-H with her Paper Quilled Unicorn



Alex Peterson in the Intermediate division from Wood Creek 4-H with his “Thanksgiving”
Greeting Card



Alex Peterson in the Intermediate division from Wood Creek 4-H with his “Buck” Scratchboard



Emma Peterson in the Intermediate division from Wood Creek 4-H with her Wooden Coat
Rack



Wood River Beavers 4-H club with their “Aim High in 4-H” giraffe themed display board

The Arts & Crafts Judge, Jessica Strabel, also selected the following entries to represent Burnett
County at the 2019 Wisconsin 4-H Youth Conference Art Exhibit in June:


Chloe Blakeslee from Jolly H’s 4-H with her Embroidered Horse Pannel



Alexis Slater from Wood River Beavers 4-H with her “Lone Tree” Drawing

The Photography Judge, Stacy Coy, selected the following photographs to be shared with the Wisconsin 4-H Photography Competition/Display:


Josephine Richards in the Intermediate division from Wood Creek 4-H with her Animal Photo
titled: Eye of the Equine



Kate Peterson in the Junior division from Wood Creek 4-H with her Still Life Photo titled: Waiting for Spring



Haley Glover in the Intermediate division from Jolly H’s 4-H with her Still Life Photo titled: My
Life
For more information on the 4-H program in Burnett County
contact Beth Rank at 715-349-2151 or beth.rank@wisc.edu.
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