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Administration
It is time for the third annual
Employee Engagement Survey! Conducted among staff,
the purpose of the survey is to
identify ways employees can
feel supported and to strengthen engagement across our

workforce. Your contribution
to this survey is critical in
gaining insight into understanding employee satisfaction
and it will assist in directing
future Human Resource programs. The survey will be

emailed Tuesday, September
3rd and will be concluded after one week. Please watch
your inbox for the Survey
Monkey. We look forward to
your feedback!

-Nate

Child Support Agency
Governor Tony Evers has
made a proclamation declaring
August Child Support Awareness Month, recognizing the
children of Wisconsin as our
greatest resource. Children
need and deserve financial and
emotional support from both
parents to be successful. Wisconsin’s Child Support Program helps to ensure that parents take responsibility for the
care and well-being of their
children, and also supports the
involvement of parents in their
children’s lives, providing important services to both custodial and noncustodial parents.
One of the most essential services provided by child support agencies is establishing
paternity for children born to
unmarried parents. A biological father has no legal rights
until his name appears on his

child’s birth certificate. Paternity establishment is the first important step for a non-marital
father to establish a relationship with his child.
Child support represents 58%
of family income for children
living in poverty. Child support agencies across the state of
Wisconsin collected a total of
$933 million in child support
during 2018, which is the 3rd
highest in the nation, and established paternity for 23,714
children. In Wisconsin, 95% of
child support collected is
passed through directly to the
family. For Burnett County
specifically, our child support
agency collected over $1.45
million in current support, as
well as $338,000 toward child
support arrears. The child sup-

port program helps to create
self-sufficiency for low-income
families, reduces child poverty,
and has a positive effect on the
well-being of children. County
child support agencies also
promote parental involvement
by helping parents overcome
challenges in their own lives.
Child Support agencies across
Wisconsin are partnering with
job training programs to assist
parents in overcoming barriers
to meaningful employment.
Child support professionals are
passionate about the work they
do and the services they provide. Every day they are making a difference in the lives of
children, families and our community.
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Aging & Disability Resource Center
Each year at the Burnett County Agricultural Society Fair the Aging and Disability Resource Center
hosts a celebration for all individuals living in Burnett County who are 100 years of age or older (or
will be turning 100 that year). On Friday, August 23rd with the help of our local legislatures, the
ADRC had the pleasure of recognizing 6 Burnett County centenarians, celebrating over 600 years of
life! Each centenarian is announced, a self-written biography read, they were awarded some memorable gifts from the ADRC and they are celebrated with a cake at the fair. It is a special event that
the ADRC and community members look forward to each year. Anyone that knows someone living
in Burnett County that is 100 years old is encouraged to call the ADRC.

Vivian Johnson, 103

Irma Sundquist. 100

Elizabeth Herrli, 102

Edith Engelhart, 101

Florence Barthelmy, 102

Loretta Brown, 102
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Health & Human Services
August is National Immunization Awareness Month and the
start of school is just around
the corner so it’s a great time
to look up you and your
child’s immunization records
to make sure everyone is up to
date on recommended vaccinations. When immunizations are given throughout the
State of Wisconsin, they are
entered into the Wisconsin Immunization Registry, so everyone can have access to their
own electronic immunization
record. To access this registry,
visit www.dhfsWIR.org. You
must provide a social security
number or Medicaid ID.
Remember, if you or your
child aren’t up to date or are
due for a vaccine, they are very
safe, as most only cause minor
side effects such as soreness at
the injection site or a slight fever. Serious reactions are very
rare. The risks associated with
the diseases that you or your
child could get by not being
vaccinated are far greater than
the risk of a vaccine reaction.
Remember, many vaccine preventable diseases are still prevalent around the world. If we
stop vaccinating against these

diseases, many more people
will become infected.

atitis B, 2 MMR, and 2 Varicella.

All children should be seen by
a physician for regular well
child check-ups. During these
visits, they will receive vaccinations to protect them
against 14 preventable diseases. Wisconsin State Law requires that children are up to
date on immunizations before
entering school. If children are
not up to date on immunizations, they can be forced to
stay home from school during
outbreaks, potentially missing
several weeks of class. These
are the specific law requirements for what immunizations
are needed at different grades.
For Pre-K (ages 2-4) students
must have 4 DTaP (Diphtheria,
Tetanus and Pertussis), 3 Polio,
3 Hepatitis B, 1 MMR
(Measles, Mumps and Rubella), and 1 Varicella. For children entering Kindergarten
through Grade 5 the requirements are 4 DTaP, 4 Polio, 3
Hepatitis B, 2 MMR, and 2
Varicella. For students entering Grade 6 through 12 the requirements are 4 DTaP, 1 Tdap
(Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis booster), 4 Polio, 3 Hep-

There are also some recommended adolescents vaccinations too. All children 11-12
years of age should receive the
HPV vaccination to protect
against certain forms of cancer.
The meningococcal vaccine is
also recommended for adolescents age 11-12, with a booster
shot recommended at age 16.
This protects against meningitis, which can be a very severe
and life threatening disease. In
addition, teens and adults
should receive the Tdap vaccination to protect against tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis
(whooping cough). If you are
an adult over the age of 60,
talk to your doctor about the
pneumonia and shingles vaccines.
Finally, everyone ages 6
months and older should also
be receiving an annual influenza (flu) shot. Remember, getting the recommended immunizations protects you,
your loved ones, and the community. Talk to your health
care provider about getting up
to date on vaccinations today!
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Sheriff’s Office
If you haven’t noticed the Sheriff’s Department has gone
through some changes. We
have welcomed several new
members to our team. This
summer alone we have welcomed Corrections Deputies
Betsy Hills, Jacob Beek and
Missi Staege. We have also
welcomed Patrol Deputies
Chad Brugman, Chelsey
Vought and Greg Chafer. This
month alone we have welcomed Patrol Deputies Mark
Peterson, Caryn Krupa and
Mitch Sella.

As you can see there is a lot of
change. Change has brought
fresh blood, new ideas and enthusiasm. The current staff has
worked extremely hard to fill in
for the vacancies and we still
are not at full staff. It has been
an honor to see the dedication
to the citizens of Burnett County by this staff at their own personal time sacrifices.
K9 Tracker continues to do
amazing work and still finds
time to make it to some public
events. The Citizen’s Auxiliary
has been an integral part in

helping the K9 program
through many fundraisers. Be
on the lookout for the many
events that they participate in.
As summer winds to an end it
does not make our workload
any lighter. The nice weather
continues to bring the tourists
and we look forward to beautiful fall weather, hunters and
more community events. If you
see any of the Sheriff’s Department staff, don’t hesitate to say
hi and ask what we have going
on.

County Clerk
As summer comes to an end,
school starts, nights are crispy
cool and here at the County
Clerk’s office we are already
starting to gear up for the 2020
Presidential Election year.
Our fall will consist of multiple
election trainings for both municipal clerks and election inspectors throughout the county.
Education, training and certifications for new and existing officials is required by the state
elections commission in order
to assure election officials are
up to date on the most recent
election law and procedures.
We are in preparation mode for
at least four elections in 2020:
the Spring Primary, February

18th, Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote, April
7th, Partisan Primary, August
11th and General Election, November 3rd. The legislature is
also trying to pass a bill to hold
the Presidential Preference Vote
in March on its own, instead of
holding it with the April 7th
Spring Election.
With the resignation of Senator
Sean Duffy, just announced, we
may have the honor of holding
a special election sometime in

the next couple months. This
will be determined by the governor.
So, as you see, 2020 deems to be
a busy election year. We encourage all residents of the
county to view the Wisconsin
voter website MyVote at
https://wivote.wi.gov to get
your latest information on election information for yourself
and the county, or to if not registered, to register on line in
preparation for the 2020 elections.

Remember:
Every Vote Counts!!!
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IT Department
Many people organize their
emails by saving them into
folders and keeping important
emails for years. But did you
know that the IT department
saves every email that is sent or
received from a burnettcounty.org account?
They need to be saved by law
so they can be used to fulfil

public records requests. But
individuals also have access to
their own emails. Sometimes it
is much easier to search the archive to find an email you need
than to search within outlook.
You can navigate to http://
web.burnettcounty.org/
archive/ and sign in with your
normal computer username

and password.
When you log in you are presented with a search field.
Click the down arrow on the
right side of that field for more
detailed search options.
To
speed up your searches, be sure
to include a date range if you
know one.

Maintenance and Grounds
Hard to believe, but fall is just
around the corner. Here are
some Fall Safety Tips!

 Raking leaves? Prevent back
injuries by standing upright
while raking and pull from 
your arms and legs. Don ’ t
overfill leaf bags, and when
picking them up, bend at
the knee and use your legs,
not your back, for support.


If you use a leaf blower,
shield yourself. Wear appropriate clothing, eye protec-

tion, and work boots to prevent injury.
Keep dry leaves swept away
from outdoor lighting, outlets and power cords.
Use only weatherproof electrical devices for outside activities. Protect outdoor
electrical devices from moisture. Make sure electrical
equipment that has been
wet is inspected and reconditioned by a certified repair
dealer.

Clerk of Court
Burnett County Circuit Court
held their 2nd Warrant Resolution day on Friday, August 16,
2019, from noon – 4 p.m. There
were 14 people who appeared
before the Court to have their
warrants resolved, with 29 total
warrants resolved, this included
12 bench warrants and 17 com-

mitment orders. (The difference between a bench warrant
and a commitment order is that
a bench warrant is issued when
someone fails to appear before
the Court and a commitment
order is issued when someone
fails to pay their fines.) The
Court considers this day a suc-

cess and would like to thank
District Attorney Joseph Schieffer, Assistant District Attorney
Daniel Steffen, and the State
Public Defenders , Attorneys
Ryan Reid and Kevin Schmidt,
for the important roles they
played in making the day a success.
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Land Services
2019 Burnett County
Landing Blitz Results
Wisconsin visitors and residents alike know that the
Fourth-of-July is always Wisconsin’s busiest and best boating holiday. It’s also a great
time to remember that whether
you’re paddling, fishing, jet skiing or boating, you can help
protect lakes and rivers from
aquatic invasive species. During the annual Clean Boats,
Clean Waters Landing Blitz, July 3rd – July 7th, the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), volunteers,
and regional Aquatic Invasive
Species (AIS) partners were stationed at boat launches
statewide. This immense
statewide effort is to remind
you that the power to protect
our water resources is shared
by all of us who love Wisconsin’s waters.

Aquatic invasive species, such
as zebra mussels, pose great
risks to the health of our waters
and fisheries. Often there are
not any known control options
to get rid of AIS once they become established in a lake or
river. Prevention is an utmost
priority, and it’s in the hands of
visitors as well as full time Wisconsin residents. More organizations than ever participated
in 2019 with their inspectors
giving away Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers boat towels.
“This campaign has become a
mainstay of our prevention efforts,
since the holiday draws both frequent and infrequent boaters to the
water, allowing us to empower a
lot of people,” says Bob Wakeman, Statewide Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator for the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

Volunteers, the WDNR, and
Burnett County’s Land Services
Department were all involved
in the 2019 Landing Blitz efforts
monitoring Burnett County waterbodies. In 2019 alone, Burnett County Clean Boats, Clean
Waters participants inspected
approximately 300 boats, contacted 700 people about AIS,
and spent a total of 170 hours at
waterbody accesses. Statewide
there were approximately 8,200
boats inspected, 18,200 people
contacted, and 3,000 hours
spent at waterbody access
points. These numbers are expected to grow as data is entered.
To learn more about what AIS
control and educational efforts
Burnett County is partaking in,
contact the Burnett County
Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator, Tom Boisvert at tboisvert@burnettcounty.org.

As always, take the following simple
steps before leaving a boat landing:








Inspect boats, trailers and equipment
for attached aquatic plants or animals.
Remove all attached plants or
animals.
Drain all water from boats, motors,
livewells and other equipment.
Never move live fish away from a
waterbody.

Burnett County landing locations where Landing Blitz
Efforts took place.
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Land Services
Attention Burnett County
Waterfowl Hunters

understanding that perfection entiate. If you do opt for using
is not always possible or prac- natural materials, the law
states that you can only use
Once again, Clean Boats, Clean tical.
Waters boat inspectors will be Many access points now have dead stems, with no seed
at many of Wisconsin’s wader/boot cleaning stations heads or roots attached. It may
launches for the waterfowl with large roller brushers be easier to go with artificial
season opening weekend, Sep- thanks to the Wisconsin Wa- blinds in some areas.
tember 28-29. This year, they’ll terfowl Association, the River If you are a Burnett County
also hand out camo boat tow- Alliance of Wisconsin, and waterfowl hunter that has adels to make clean up a little other partners. It also pays to ditional questions about AIS,
easier. If you are a hunter, it’s carry along a large stiff brush please contact Thomas Boisnot too soon to consider ways for trailers and boats, and to vert, Burnett County AIS Coto slow the spread of invasive have a smaller brush on hand ordinator. Thomas can be
species into your favorite for the tread of your boots and reached through phone (715)hunting spots.
waders. A grabbing tool for 349-2109 Ext. 1382, email tboisDecoys with cracks or unno- reaching under a boat on a vert@burnettcounty.org, and
ticed holes can let water seep trailer can make removing scheduled in-person meetings.
in that could carry tiny organ- plants much easier. The tiny Hunters, please remember that
isms, such as the larvae of in- plants watermeal and duck- every time you leave the water
vasive snails, clams, and mus- weed, that seem to stick to eve- it is your duty to help protect
sels. By drilling a small hole in rything, do not need to be Burnett County’s resources for
the tip of the tail and one at the thoroughly removed.
future hunting experiences.
tip of the bill, you can easily
drain a decoy when removing
it from the water. After hunting, also make sure to remove
any mud and vegetation on
decoy posts, keels, or anchors
before you leave the area.
A hunting dogs’ fur and vests
can hide mud, seeds and even
small snails. A jug or two of
clean water, brushes and lint
rollers are good tools to have
in your cleaning arsenal. Of
course, thoroughly cleaning
your dog before you leave the
hunting area can be extremely
difficult. Wisconsin’s invasive
species law, NR40, asks that
you put forth your best effort,

Waterfowl hunters should take
special care when selecting
vegetation for natural hunting
blinds. There are many invasive species that grow in wetland environments, and waterfowl hunters should make a
conscientious decision when
selecting which plant species
they use for coverage. Nonnative Phragmites (common
reed) has been known to be
spread by waterfowl hunters,
and is a prohibited plant in
many areas of the state, including Burnett County. It’s simply
best to avoid Phragmites, regardless of it being the native
or non-native species since
they can be difficult to differ-

Please remember to complete
the following steps:







Inspect boat, trailer,
motor and hunting
equipment. Don’t forget
your boots, blinds, and
dogs, too!
Remove all plants,
animals and mud.
Drain all water from
decoys, boat, motor, and
other hunting
equipment.
Never move plants or
live fish away from a
water body.
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Emergency Management
BEACON, the Burnett County
Emergency Alert System, has
been live for several months
now. As with any program an
evaluation is appropriate.
With the wild summer weather
we have been having, several
Severe Thunderstorm Warning
alerts have been sent out.
Have you signed up to receive
the alerts? Did you receive the
alerts? What did you think?
I have received several comments along the lines of .....
people received the call, but
hung up the phone thinking it
was a sales call or a scam. To
address this, the initial message has been changed to announce more clearly who is
calling and the purpose. People with caller ID can also add
715-349-2142, the BEACON
Alert number, to their phone.
Unfortunately, the computer
generated voice is “kinda
creepy” and it does not properly pronounce “Burnett”.
I
have talked to the alert software company about this, but
no solution seems to be readily
available.
Do you have other comments,
requests, or suggestions? We
want to make this system as
useful as possible.
The system has capabilities
that are being utilized by a few

organizations in the County.
For example, DSI is using BEACON to alert their clients of
severe weather impacting the
hours of operation.
A few
campgrounds in the County
have the system available to
alert their guests to dangerous
weather.
Do you have suggestions of
other organizations that may
benefit from using BEACON?
Do you any ideas for additional uses for the system?
To recap the current BEACON
implementation, all the land
lines in the county 911 system
were entered into BEACON
with the default selection of
the basic six Warnings active Severe Thunderstorm Warning, Tornado Warning, HAZMAT Spill Warning, Wildland
Fire Warning, Shelter-in-Place
Warning, and Law Enforcement Warning. These alerts
are delivered by a computer
generated voice.

Cellphone users are required
to signup to receive the warnings, but it is very simple. By
simply texting BCVISITOR to
69310, the cellphone user will
be registered to receive text
messages of the same six basic
alerts as the land line numbers.
In addition, cellphone users
may customize the lists of
alerts they will receive by going to BurnettCounty.com and
choosing the BEACON signup.
Alerts can be received by
voice, text, email, or any combination of the three!
Remember....
BEACON is
available to anyone from anywhere who wants to receive
Emergency Alerts for situations in Burnett County! All
that is needed is to register!
Assistance with registering or
modification any landline or
cellphone registration is available by leaving a message on
the BEACON Helpline 715349-2142 or by emailing BEACON@BurnettCounty.org .
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Highway Department
CTH H
Reconstruction Update
Two segments of CTH H in the
eastern part of the county are
currently under construction.
Segment 1 is in the Town of
Rusk, north of STH 70 from
the Yellow River Bridge to
Gaslyn Creek Road. Segment
2 is in the Town of Dewey,
south of STH 70 from Oak
Road to CTH B. Prior to the
start of construction, these
road segments had the lowest
pavement condition ratings in
the county.
Segment 1 had two 90-degree
curves with posted speed limits of 10 miles per hour that
didn’t comply with modern
geometric highway design
standards. CTH H is functionally classified as a major collec-

tor and has a relatively high
number of vehicles per day,
especially freight vehicles, as
compared to other county
highways in the county. A
feasibility study was completed in 2016 to explore the options of improving the two
curves to modern design
standards. Five alternatives
were identified for the northern curve and three for the
southern curve. The options
were then presented to the Infrastructure Committee for
consideration. The most costeffective options for each curve
were approved contingent upon receiving funding from the
Local Road Improvement Program. $300,000 was granted
through the program in 2017
for the project and design efforts commenced shortly
thereafter. The county part-

nered with MSA Professional
Services to administer design,
permitting, and land acquisition for the project. A small
wetland in the inside of the
north curve presented design
challenges since it had to be
avoided, therefore, the curve
has somewhat of an unconventional design in order to avoid
impacting the wetland. Eight
small parcels were acquired
for additional right of way to
accommodate the new road
layout. Construction work began late in 2018 with tree removal and resumed in July
2019. The county’s construction crew completed all work
to construct the new road.
Paving on both segments will
be completed in October.
Michael Hoefs
Highway Commissioner
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We would like to recognize Kari Letch for her excellent work on the new sign for the Highway and
Forestry & Parks Facility. She came up with the original design with some input from the County
Administrator, then sent the concept out to 3 local sign makers for quotes. Mike Route from Red
Iron Studio in Frederic presented the best overall value and final design. The departments got the
approval from the committees at the May meeting to go ahead with Red Iron Studio, then zoning
come out to approve a permit. They were able to give Red Iron the go-ahead the end of May and the
sign was installed the week of August 12.
Highway and Forestry & Parks budgeted for the sign in 2019 and was able to get a beautiful custom
sign for the budgeted amount. The whole process took a number of months. Mr. Route used two
different contrasting metals to make the sign. The background is made of CorTen steel, which will
age over time, getting a darker color because it is a “rusty steel”. The silver metal used is aluminum. With the wooden posts, it is almost 9’ wide.
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Forestry & Parks
in with a small wood
stove, enough bed
space for up to six
people, and a matching outhouse nearby.
Users will need to
pack in their food,
cooking gear, water,
lights, and sleeping
gear for approximately a half mile in order
to get to the cabin.
Burnett County’s first ever There is no motorized access
Camper Cabin is nearing com- other than for emergency vehipletion. Our hope is to have it cles.
open for reservations prior to
Labor Day Weekend.
So you may be asking what is
a Camper Cabin? Well, it is a
small, rustic cabin placed in
the county forest for people to
rent and stay for a short time.
Not only is it meant to be a
tourist attraction for Burnett
County, but also a place for
individuals to go unplug, unwind, and get away from the
stresses of everyday life spending some time in nature and
appreciating what we have to
offer.

You can choose to take a hike
or mountain bike ride on one
of the many trails in this area.
Maybe you are a hunter looking to experience a solitude
type of hunt, or maybe you are
staying during the winter
months and would like to ski
one of the many cross-country
ski trails this area has to offer.
Or you might rather just spend
your time sitting around the
campfire ring watching the
fire. Whatever your interest is,
this could be the place for you.
The cabin can be
rented for a fee of
$60/day for up to
six people through
Airbnb. For more
information about
the cabin or how to
make a reservation,
visit our website at:

The cabin is located in the Tim- www.bur net t co unty .co m /
ber Hills area of the Burnett campercabin or feel free to call
County Forest, which is in the our office with questions.
far southeast portion of BurThere is no electricity or water. nett County, in the Town of
Just a small, unique, rustic cab- Roosevelt. This is the home of
the Cumberland Area Ski
Trails, which are maintained
by the Cumberland Area Ski
Trails Association, (CASTA).
CASTA will be assisting the
Burnett County Forest & Parks
Department with the overall
management of the cabin, especially during the winter
months.

